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Avaust 20 (legislative day, AuGusT 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


KPORT 


[To accompany 8. 1772] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1772) for the relief of Ruth Obre Dubonnet, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to enable Ruth Obre Dubonnet, a native- 
born citizen of the United States who lost her citizenship by acquiring 
French citizenship in 1943, to regain her United States citizenship. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in the United States on January 
28, 1900. She accompanied her first husband to France in 1920 and, 
except for a short residence in Munich, Germany, she has resided in 
Paris since that time except for frequent visits to the United States. 
She married Andre Dubonnet, a citizen of France, in 1937. She is 
now a permanent resident of the United States, having been admitted 
on May 8, 1950, with a nonpreference quota immigration visa under 
the French quota. During the war in France, she was very active in 
Red Cross work and because of her war work she was fearful of bei ing 
sent to a concentration camp by the Germans, and, to avoid this, she 
acquired French citizenship. 

A letter dated September 13, 1950, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to a bill which was introduced in the Eighty-first Congress 
for the relief of the same alien, reads as follows: 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Wasi ington, Dt). ie ple mber 18, 1950. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Commattee on the Judiciary, 
United States Ne nate, Wasi ington, dD. . 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 2458) for the relief of Mrs. Ruth 
Obre Dubonnet. 

The bill would provide that Mrs. Ruth Obre Dubonnet may be naturalized by 
taking, prior to | year from the date of its enactment, before any court referred to 
in subsection (a) of section 301 of the Nationality Act of 1940, as amended, the 
oath pres¢ ribed by section 335 of that act. It would further provide that after 
such naturalization Mrs. Dubonnet shall have the same citizenship status which 
she had immediately pior to its loss. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the beneficiary of the bill was born in the United States on January 
28, 1900, and that she resided in this country until 1920 when she accompanied her 
first husband, Walter Goldbeck, a United States citizen, to France. She and 
Mr. Goldbeck resided in Paris until 1922 when they went to Munich, Germany. 
She returned to Paris in 1923 and has subsequently resided there. She claims to 
have made annual visits to the United States until 1940. 

Mrs. Dubonnet’s first husband died in 1925 and in 1928 she married Paul de 
Vallombrosa, a citizen of France, whom she divorced in 1935. In April of 1937 
she married her present husband, Andre Dubonnet, also a citizen of France. 
Mr. Dubonnet has two children by a former marriage, 23 and 17 vears of age, who 
are both citizens of France and reside in Paris, France. Mr. Dubonnet, who has 
business interests in South America, maintains a residence in Habana, Cuba. 

Mrs. Dubonnet’s first entry into the United States, after the termination of 
hostilities in the recent war, Was at the port of New York on August 27, 1946, 
when she was admitted as an alien for a period of 3 months under section 3 (2) of 
the Immigration Act of 1924. On October 31, 1946, she applied for a 4-month 
extension of her temporary admission, stating that she wanted to remain longer 
with her brother, whom she had not seen for several years, and also that she 
wanted to clear up her citizenship status while in this country. Her application 
for an extension of stay was denied on December 27, 1946. Mr. Dubonnet, who 
had previously entered the United States and had applied for an extension of stay, 
which also was denied, departed from the United States on October 7, 1946, 
destined to Paris, France. 

In her application for extension of her temporary stay, Mrs. Dubonnet con- 
tended that she had not lost United States citizenship, but inasmuch as the record 
indicated that she has become a citizen of France by naturalization in 1948, the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service held that her self-serving statements to 
the contrary were insufficient to support her claim that she became naturalized 
solely under duress. On July 3, 1947, she filed a petition in the United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia, pursuant to section 5038 of the Na- 
tionality Act of 1940 (8 U. 8. C. 903), for a judgment declaring her to be a citizen 
of the United States. Her petition was dismissed on June 11, 1948, and on Octo- 
ber 25, 1948, her motion for a new trial was denied. On November 24, 1948, a 
motion for a new trial, on the ground of newly discovered evidence, Was denied, 
whereupon notice of appeal was filed. The appeal, however, was subsequently 
abandoned, and on the motion of the Government was dismissed on October 12, 
1949, 

After her entry into the United States in 1946, Mrs. Dubonnet applied for a 
permit to reenter this country, stating that she desired to go to France and 
wanted to be assured that she would be permitted to return here while her case was 
pending. She was informed on July 8, 1948, that she was not entitled to a reentry 
permit but that, since she had a proceeding pending in the United States court 
for a declaratory judgment under section 503 of the Nationality Act of 1940, she 
could apply for a certificate of identity through a consular officer of the United 
States in the country of her foreign residence to facilitate her reentry into this 
country to prosecute her action for a declaratory judgment, and that her admissi- 
bility could not be determined until she reapplied for admission to the United 
States in possession of appropriate documents. She departed from the United 
States, for Paris, in July of 1948 and reentered on October 10, 1948, presenting a 
certificate of identity. In January of 1949 she made a trip to Habana, Cuba, 
returning to the United States on January 29, 1949, 
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Concerning her naturalization as a citizen of France, Mrs. Dubonnet has stated 
that she maintained her American citizenship until May of 1943 and that when 
an inspector of the French police questioned her regarding her nationality, she 
informed him that she was a French national. She claims to have been warned 
that the German Gestapo had instructed French collaborators to investigate her 
and that she was informed that it would be necessary to present something other 
than the French identity card, which she had obtained in 1941, since the Germans 
were. suspicious of her. She has stated that she was questioned concerning her 
activity with the French Red Cross and her ambulance work and that she became 
alarmed, fearing that she would be sent to a concentration camp in Germany, 
whereupon she decided to acquire French citizenship. She became a naturalized 
citizen of France in May of 1943 and thereafter continued her work with the Red 
Cross and organized a mobile surgical unit. She stated further that she had 
worked with an organization known as IPSA, which was a branch of the Red 
Cross serving the French Air Force. 

Concerning her reputed association with officers of the German occupation 
forces in 'rance, she stated that she had known General Hanesse, the air attaché, 
before the war and that she had made use of her acquaintance with him to secure 
permission for herself and other members of the Red Cross ambulance service to 
enter War zones to bring back wounded and sick prisoners. In explanation of 
reports that she had made disparaging remarks about the United States, Mrs. 
Dubonnet stated that when she made these remarks in 1940, she was diszusted 
with America because greater assistance had not been given to France. 

The record shows that on April 7, 1950, the State Department authorized the 
American consulate at Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, to issue a quota immi- 
gration visa to Mrs. Dubonnet. It further indicates that on May 8, 1950, a 
French nonpreference quota immigration visa was issued to her at Niagara Falls, 
which is endorsed to ghow that she was admitted to the United States at Niagara 
Falls on that date under section 6 (a) (3) of the Immigration Act of 1924, and 
that she is now a legal resident of the United States. 

As a legal resident of the United States Mrs. Dubonnet is now in a position to 
= toward naturalization pursuant to the provisions of the Nationality Act. 
Vhile the record indicates that she rendered humanitarian service to the people 
of France by evacuating disabled soldiers and civilians from internment Camps 


and zones of danger during the German occupation of France, it fails to present 
considerations justifying the enactment of special legislation granting her an 
exemption from the normal naturalization procedure. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 


measure. 
Yours sincerely, 
PEYTON Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


The files of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary contain the 
following affidavits and statements in connection with the bill: 


STATE OF New York, 
County of New York, ss: 

Mathilde Blumenthal, being first duly sworn upon oath, deposes and says: 

(1) That she is a resident of France, temporarily visiting in the United States 
and is about to return to France; 

(2) That she is well acquainted with Ruth Obre Dubonnet and saw her fre- 
quently during the German occupation from 1940 to 1944; 

(3) That Mrs. Dubonnet did excellent humanitarian work with the French 
Red Cross and that during the German occupation she was particularly valuable 
because of her excellent knowledge of the German language; she was able to save 
many from being put into prison and aslo was instrumental in saving the personal 
belongings of civilians when the Germans commandeered their living quarters. 

1) The affiant further states that her mother and many of her close relatives 
were sent to Nazi concentration camps where they suffered torture and final 
death and that this affiant would not render any aid or assistance to one who was 
a collaborator or in sympathy with the Germans. 

5) The affiant further states that she discussed with said Ruth Obre Dubonnet 
her predicament when she was denounced by the Germans in 1943 and that she 
was one of those who advised her that, in order to save her own life and to continue 
her humanitarian activities, said Ruth Obre Dubonnet accept the protection of 
French citizenship; that at that time Ruth Obre Dubonnet believed that it would 
be very easy for her to regain her American citizenship following the cessation of 
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hostilities, and in truth and in fact said Ruth Obre Dubonnet never intended to 
renounce her American eltizenship but merely to deceive the Germans. 
MATHILDE BLUMENTHAL, 
A ffiant. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this Sth day of December 1947. 


NicHo.as V. LomBarpo, 
Nota / Public. 
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( nt fu Luart the ‘formation cherugicale mobile’ and later the ‘assistance 
initaire automobile’ in whieh organization she was extermelv active during the 
hole war period, particularly under the occupation when she assisted war 
risoners and the vietims of bombardments 


After the United States entry into the war her activity became a matter of 


ispicion to the German authorities to whom she succeeded for some time i! 





ealing her real American citize! ship by prete! ding she was French. Never- 
theless whet ! April 1948, perso! al identity investigations became more 
frequent, she decided upon my advice and the advice of a certain number of her 
Ere h fi is to request from the French Government a naturalization decree in 


rder to avoid a likely arrest 
| now that vou obviously cannot indicate the reasons for which such or such 


perso! night to become a French citizen: nevertheless as in this case the circum- 


‘ 
tances and the period involved are exceptional I believe that if I were given the 
ficial date of her application and the date of the decree granting her naturaliza- 
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“You will of course appreciate, sir, that if the two dates are not far apart Mr 
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I then told her that the naturalization procedures were suspended by the 
French authorities. Nevertheless, by reason of the danger which at that tim 
was threatening her safety, 1 considered that I should receive favorably the 
request put forward by Mme. Dubonnet and I had the competent authorities 
make urgent proceedings for naturalization, and I did this in the sole aim of assur- 
1th { protection ol \I ne, Dub mnet. 


Che information gathered by the prefecture of the French police being favorable, 
a nat ath ecree was submitted several days later for the signature of the 
\ er because of the exceptional situation in which Mme. Dubonnet found 
a 

Swor re e tl day of Augu 1948 

CERTIFICATION 
Beruitz TRANSLATION SERVICE, 
630 Fifth Avenue, New Yo Wi Xs 

l f t he ty of my knowled ( ( ADOVE \ Lie i 1 

uC 1 Freneh i o Enelis! 


- ! and s t to before me on October 29, 1948, 


[s1 ArrnertTo M. SARMIENTO, Nol 


Paris, August 23, 19 


Ri FRAN 
t of Setne, City of Pe 
Kembas / of the Unated States of America, ss: 
= indersigned, Devereaux Rochester-Revnolds, actually in the Britis! 
An lo declare that during the German occupation of France as a member of a 
British organization, working with the French resistance against the Germans, I 


was arrested by the Gestapo in March 1944 and imprisoned at Fresnes 

\ecused of espionage and sabotage by the Germany authorities, it was ow 
Mme. Dubonnet’s testimony in my favor, at great personal risk to herself, 
Was eventually interned at Vittel instead of being shot or deported. 

lam an American citizen by birth although actually holding officer’s status 11 
His Majesty’s forees, and I would like to draw attention of those concerned that 
Mme. Dubonnet has rendered, not only to myself, but also to my mother, grea 
{ vy arranging for my mother’s release from Vittel in 1943. I would also like to 
add that Mme. Dubonnet is acting as chief witness in my favor in the prosecuting 
of the persons concerned with having had me delivered into German hands. Thi 


can be verified through M. Dansimoni, juge d’instruction, Rue Boissy d’Anglas, 








| view of all this, I hope that all possible aid will be accorded to Mme. Dubor - 
net for the deliverance of her American passport as soon as possible. 

If at any future date any person or persons wish to question me concerning the 
activity of Mme. Dubonnet: I am at their disposition, and my home address is: 
20 Rue Louis David, Paris, telephone: Trocadero 08.54. 

DEVEREAUX ROCHESTER-REYNOLDS. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 23d day of August 1945. 

LucIEN J. VALLES, 
Vice Consul of the United States of America at Paris, France, 
duly commissioned and q alified. 

Service No. 7105, 
tariff item No. 24, 
$2.00 Fr., Frs. 00.00, 


TRANSLATION OF EXHIBIT B, STATEMENT OF JUNE 6, 1946, BY G. DUVERNOY, HONORARY 
PREFET 


We, Mme. Duvernoy and I, are friends of Mme. Andre Dubonnet. for over 24 
vears, consequently and very probably her oldest friends in France; since 1922 our 
relationship has never suffered the slightest interruption. Therefore, we find our- 
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selves without doubt among the best qualified to testify for her at this time wl 
there appears contested the attachment which w ive always seen her manif 
for her United States nationality which she kept until the day that imperat 
necessity to assure her own safety obliged her to adopt Fret nat nalit 

We knew her as an American when she was married to Mr. ¢ ther ’ 
no question of her giving up her nationality when, after 1 t 
she married Count de Vallombr ,no0r wh L\ reed 
wife of Andre Dubonnet 
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Paris, Ju é ) 

To Who lt M ( 

I, the under ed, Henr e Raul Lapo ( 2 a 
Neuilly sur Seine, testify that I have know \Irs th Dubonnet f r if 
vears and that during the 4 years of enemy occupat 
with her 

Personally I know no other woman who worked as rq and a effective] 
did Mrs. Dubonnet to relieve the sufferings of others \iater lv ar 
she devoted herself entirely to humanitarian work. Howe ve by this act 
she attracted the attention of the Germa authorities wl nh re ited in ar 
vestigation on their part (due very surely to denunciatio econeer her nat 
ality Therefore, in the spring of 1943 she was warned to obtai ithent 
French papers (she had had false ones since 1941) or else there would be grave 
consequences. Her friends begged her to do so, all of us naturally being convinced 
that at the end of the war she could very easily reestablish her own nationalit 
which she so cherished 

All persons who came in contact with Mrs. Dubonnet can only admire her 


remarkable courage during this period 
H. Ravutor LAPoINTe. 


De nuit-Aovun 1946. 

A bill (S. 46) for the relief of the same beneficiary was introduced 
in the Senate on January 8, 1951. It was passed by the Senate on 
January 29, 1951, and passed the House of Representatives on March 
6, 1951. 

On March 16, 1951, the President vetoed the bill. The basis for 
the veto was as follows: 

In my judgment this measure is both unnecessary and unwise. It is unnecessary} 
for two reasons: First, in the interval since this measure was originally introduced 
into the Senate in August 1949, Mrs. Dubonnet has been lawfullv admitted into 
the United States for permanent residence under an immigration visa. She is ir 
a position, therefore, to proceed toward the acquisition of United States citizen- 
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Ip by nat ralization in accordance with the usual procedures, mv cond the 
records of the ease nowhere establish a necessity for accelerated action by the 
Government to restore Mrs. Dubonnet’s citizenship. 

Chis measure is an unwise enactment, also for two reasons: First, it sets asic 


he requirements of the Nationality Act with respect to acquisition of United 








Ne eS Citizenship Wi hout evidence of compe fling reason for sueh action, mw cond 
i s le, in effect, a judgment of the United States District Court for the 
Dist of Columbia without apparent reason and in the face of abandonment 
\y Dubonnet of her appeal from the judgment of the court dismissing het 
} it she be declared to be an American citize1 

{ r { ! ances | believe tha I am ol oO Wl old my approval 
( Chis is not an action whit [ take light O thout svmpa 

ti of factors which may ave motiy 1 MM Dubonne 
eB < rst of the WAT If here is evide ee » yUSTH re ynsidera- 
I feel s ( hat the wetio ot he Co res will illv retlec l 

f justice and individual 

In view of the expression by the President in the above message 
that “if there is evidence to justify reconsideration of this case, I feel 


iat the action of the Congress will fully reflect our American 
concepts of justice and individual rights,’’ Senator Harry Cain has 

d the 1 bill. In support of the bill Senator Cain has 
submitted the following letter dated Julv 20, 1951, from William P 


WASHINGTON 4, RQ. C., July 20, 1951, 








My Dear Senator Cain: Absence from the city has delaved my “revising and 
| remarks’? made to vou over the telephone earlier this month relative 
» tl hie 1 introdueed for the relief of Ruth Obre Dubo et. known as 
S. 1772 e bi v-second Congress 
\I } ) ‘ was bor 1 th United States, and her ance ors came to is 
lurit colonial davs. She has a brother who is practicing law In New 
York City, and all of her blood relatives are American citizens. 

\Iy Dubonnet’s first husband, an American citizen, was an artist, whicl 
resulted in their traveling abroad extensively during his lifetime. Following his 
death, she married a Frenchman, named Vallembrosa, York City \t 

i e she retained her American citizenship. This re terminated in a 
divoree, and on April 12, 1937, she was married to Andre et, a native-born 
French citizer \gain she elected to retain her American citizenship, and as laté 


as March 3, 1941, the Department of State issued an American passport to her 

Her husband, Andrew Dubonnet, was a purs in the French Air Fore 
1 War I and also World War IL. He flew in the last combat mission 

ir Force against Germany in 1940 

Following the outbreak of hostilities in Europe in 1939, Mrs. Dubonnet engaged 





in Red Cross work and numerous other activities on behalf of the French airmen 
and their families \fter the armistice between France and Germany in 1940, 
she organized a French ambulance unit, whose principal activity was bringing 
he sick and wounded from prisoner-of-war camps back to Paris where they could 
receive better medical care Incidentally, some of the more fortunate ones sub- 
sequently escaped. Mrs. Dubonnet speaks both French and German fluently. 
This assisted her greatly in securing gasoline and other supplies needed by her 
ambulance unit and in getting permission to bring back sick and wounded French, 
Knglish, and other allied prisoners-of-war. 

\fter the armistice between France and Germany in 1940, Mrs. Dubonnet 
was issued, without any application on her part, what was known as a French 
identity eard. At first she did not make any use of this card, as the Germans 
were not too much inelined to be hostile toward American citizens. However, 
after the United States declared war on Germany and as the tide turned against 
them, she found it more and more to her advantage to use this French identity 


ecard In early 19438, she was reported to the Gestapo as being an American 
citizen posing fraudulently as French, and the Gestapo demanded that the French 
make an investigation of the charge. Her friends in the ambulance unit, as well 


as her husband and his relatives, urged her to seek the protection of Frenel 
citize) p, and accordingly an application was made by her in early May of 1943. 
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She was granted French citizenship on May 18 of that vear. This 
to continue her humanitarian activities right up to the end of hostilities. Wh le 
she was never a member of the French underground, several of the women wiho 
worked with her in the ambulance unit were members, and they gave testimony 
on her behalf by deposition in connection with the proceeding instituted in the 
United States District Court for the District of Columbia, in which she timed 
that she aecepted French citizenship under duress and thereby was entitled to 
an adjudication restoring her American citizenship. 

As a matter of fact, Mrs. Dubonnet fully expected that the Department of 


State would recognize these facts and issue her a passport as thev did in severa 





instances of dual nationality. However, the Department of State not onkhy i 


clined to do this but, for some time, refused to give her a visitor’s visa s 4 
could return to this country to try to regain her enshiy Some 3 

vears ago, Mrs. Dubonnet requested me to represent her whe s was wineiti 

with de portatlol bv our immigration authorities \ ' 

the record, I became convinced that she was « 

1 1 Accor! mstitut a 1 Cee img 1 ou CA 

oO wever, whe the case was 1 Judge Je ’ | 

maer WV ic! \Tr 1) Yi cted was mn , 

decree re ri hye eitize hiy Pe i T+ 

wid recom! ded to Mrs. Dut that she ta ; 

t her I 1 We ( mited a Va 1 ] 
{her American dolla Wi the me f ! oc . ea 

expire, | happened to discuss the case with tl] sta Bloon ( 


New York, who assured me that there y 





through Congress to restore to Mrs. Dubonnet he \merica \ 
cordingly, she abandoned her appeal ce of ( f ( 
last bills, if not the last, introduced by Congressma 13 ) i 
\Irs. Dubonnet and was know as H R. 598 i t! bois v-first ( 

After Congressman Bloom leath, | e matt | ‘ 
vho also j duced a | ( ! ( 
pending on the Senate « eat ei ae 

' li ad ¢ | i Ss. Af e | 
mot Da | } ~ 9) } e H 
Presid ‘7 ! } rm 

due ~ NI 1) 
ly Sta for per i { ‘ 

he reeords did 1 ( f \ 

| rue he ) here min ria 

must remais parated trom her husband exe 
ca | France or | ( be adi ed ) sta 
In addition to 1 is I have alread ed \ 
follars for her pport wl na ! 1 Lie 

Phere i o qu t 1 Nit Yubor ( P 
du r tl war, ea iek-mMa}r ood, pla ! ’ ! va 
\ { hav ed her « pand 1 ha mor 
normal lif ollowine Vik-da | ead C4 1 I I 
automob ove! rm roa 1 da und dat } ler 9 
wounded ie tricked and wheedled the Germans to tt her brit Dae 
manv sick and wounded who would have erwi lied Dl ner-of-war cam 
he interceded for peop wh 1 be arre 1 | I oe pe and 
she was betrayed, in order to protect the Ft vol vho had issociated 
W her 1 thes mice to prevent he ¢ i m caisband r 
ambulance unit, and to avoid the horrors of a concentration camp, s! 
protection of Freneh eitizenship 
I feel confident the President could not have been awar of these fact 
vetoed S. 46. Congress is not asked to set aside the idgment of the LISt! 
court but merely to restore to Mrs. Dubonnet that which was her birthr 
which she never intended to relinquish voluntarily he President led 
his veto message with the statement: If the re is evil Le nee to istifv re nsidera- 
tion of this case, I feel sure that the action of the Congress w f v refle r 
American concepts of justice and individual rights.”’ ‘he foregoing appeal 


fully warrant reconsideration and favorable action by the ¢ 
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There is in my files ample evidence to sustain every statement of fact made in 
this letter. I shall be glad to make them available to you and to the committee 
considering this bill, together with any other information you may request. 

Thanking you for your interest in this case, I remain 

Respectfully and faithfully yours, 
Wituram P, MacCrackeEwn, Jr., 
Attorney at Law. 


The bill is not unlike a number of bills which have been passed by 
the Congress and signed by the President to enable former citizens of 
the United States to regain their United States citizenship. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1772) should be enacted. 


O 








